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BY THE NUMBERS

Numbers do not always tell the whole story, of course. But as | thought about what to
Congregation write in this May Newsletter there were a few numbers that crossed my — and I'd thought
I'd share them with you. So try these on for size:

253 — Our attendance at last month's Easter Sunday worship service. We typically

have large crowds on the day we celebrate our Lord's resurrection, but no one |
spoke with could recall a crowd as big as this. For a church that averages
somewhere between 135-165 on any given Sunday, this was truly amazing.
Thanks to the folks who grabbed all the chairs from the choir room downstairs to
accommodate the large crowd (and those who put the chairs back too!) From the
Flowering of the Cross to the exquisite music, it was a worship experience
certainly befitting of the occasion. He is risen indeed! He still is.

30 — The number of people who took part in the Easter Journey during the wee hours

of Good Friday morning. Beginning at midnight and concluding at 7am, these
folks literally walked in the footsteps of Jesus' last day, from the Last Supper in the
Upper Room to the Garden of Gethsemane, from the trial and crucifixion to the
empty tomb. Most of the group were youth, but a number of adults took part in it
as well.

137 — The number of folks who are members of our church's Facebook group (and

they're not all church members, incidentally). If you're not on facebook, it's a great
way to reconnect with folks from your past and present and keep in touch. The
church's Facebook group (which you can access at: facebook.fpcma.com) enables
people to receive updates and interact with one another on the web. Join us!

10 — The number of confirmands our church welcomed into membership this past

Josh Clark Sunday — the largest group of confirmands we've ever had. And not only are they
Linda Gatchel strong in numbers, but strong in their faith as well. Congrats to these fine folks,
Randy Keith . I

John Merritt and tremendous thanks to the ten mentors who guided them along the way!

Holly Mills

Dave Petri One last number for you.....

Diane Wood

300+ - the number of members of First Presbyterian Church of Mount Airy. With this

recent class of confirmands our church has passed the 300-member mark. And
this is where | come back to my initial point: numbers do not tell the full story. We
are not an important church because we have 300 members. We're an important
church because we have a fellowship of believers who are committed to living out
Jesus' commandment to love God and one another, following Jesus into our
community and our world. Our church will never morph into some mega-church
(nor do we necessarily want it to) — but we are grateful that 300+ people have felt
called to be part of this fellowship of faith!

Lee Daniels

Doug Draughn

Heather Hatcher By the numbers — and by many other indicators — God has richly blessed this church.
Clleneis Let's give thanks to God by showing God the same faithfulness God has shown us!




Church Financial Update

Total Contributions Received for April: $ 13,591.05
Total Contributions Received for 20009: $ 85522.07
2009 Budgeted Pledged & Non-pledged Giving: $ 248,494.00
NEWSLETTER Yokefellow Ministry Cents-A-Bility Offering
ARTICLES

Bring your offering to worship on Sunday,
Please submit your articles May Food(s) of the Month: May 3rd. Remember - your small part can
for the June/July newsletter Macaroni and Cheese, Spaghetti '

0 :
no later than Monday May make such a big difference!

18th. Any items received

after this date will be . .
published at a later time. Church Office Closed Special Dates to Remember

The Church Office will be closed | | May 7 National Day of Prayer
on Monday, May 25th, and to May 10  Mother’s Day

We will have our monthly celebrate Memorial DaY' Have a May 25 Memorial Day
Session meeting on safe and happy holiday! May 31
Sunday, May 31st at 8:30
a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

Session Meeting

Pentecost Sunday

SESSION DIGEST
From Stated Session Meeting held on April 19, 2009

Treasurer's Report: reviewed financial highlights through March. Revenues and expenditures are tracking as
expected. The line of credit with Surrey Bank will be paid off in April. The session approved the Treasurer's Report.

Worship and Music: Response appears to be very positive to moving the Easter worship service to
10:00am. Attendance that morning was 253 people!

Youth: Venture Crew requested use of the church’s tax ID number for their bank account. Bank statements will be
forwarded to the Treasurer, who will report to the Session. The church will not manage the group's funds. A motion was
made and approved allowing use of the ID number.

Missions: Work continues on establishment of a charity coat closet. The team is also looking into ways to assist the
school lunch program, possibly working with other churches.

Discipleship: Passed out results of the time and talent surveys. Team leaders were encouraged to contact those who
offered help in their areas.

Personnel: Passed out information regarding establishing a procedure for sabbatical leave.
Buildings and Grounds: Reported that the water heater in the older part of the church needs to be replaced.

Long Range Planning: Reported that her team is scheduling appointments for pictures for the new church directory.

Session examined ten confirmands: Catherine Beal, Sam Brown, Jai Daniels, Joseph Dixon, Sarah Dodd, Claire
Draughn, Mary Glen Hatcher, Anna Merritt, Madison Pence, and Cody Swicegood. Each presented his/her statement of
faith and recited the Apostles Creed with the session. Motion was unanimously passed to sustain their examinations
and welcome them into membership. Motion was also passed for the sacrament of baptism for Joseph Dixon and
Madison Pence on April 26th. The Session recognized and thanked the mentors: Cecelia Belk, Sandy Bowers,
Margaret Cockerell, Laura East, Mike Gatchel, Bob Keck, Pepper Mayes, Kathy Moody, Jane Rountree, and Debbie
Stoltz.

Session approved the use of the sanctuary for Sarah Stroupe's wedding on Saturday, June 27th.




May Ushers and Lockup Little Church Volunteers

Head Usher: Valerie Parker May 3 Sandy & Nina Bowers
Side Usher:  Doug Draughn May 10 Amy Sparks & Mary Glen Hatcher
Alternate: Heather Hatcher May 17 Mae & Jai Daniels
May 24 Shasta & Sam Brown
May 31 Cathy & Jack McCluskey
Flowers for Sunday Worship Worship Nursery Volunteers
May 3 Susan Leake Jones May 3 Terri Keck
May 10 Yokeley Family May 10 Kathy Moody
May 17 Daniels Family May 17 Lydia Taylor
May 24 Bob & Lydia Taylor May 24 Sandy Bowers
May 31 Mayes Family May 31 Mariah Branch
Presbyterian Women Vacation Bible School for Children & Adults
Circle 1 will meet on Tuesday, May Mark your calendars for June 14-17 for a wonderful VBS. We will have
5th, at 10:30 a.m. in the Ladies Parlor. classes for all ages—preschool through adult. Pre-registration begins

Sunday, May 3rd. We'll be taking registrations for children and adults, as

well as recruiting volunteers. It takes a lot of people to make a VBS

Bob Chilton Memorial Bible Study successful...and we need you! Join us for lemonade and cookies on the lawn
2nd & 4th Wednesdays immediately following worship on the 3rd and find out how you can be a part
8:00 a.m. of a SUPER VBS!

Good Life Café

Welcome new members!

Our 2009 Class of Confirmands

Catherine Elizabeth Beal, daughter of Mike and Legh Beal
John-Henry Samuel Brown, son of Mark and Shasta Brown
Jai Angeli Daniels, daughter of Lee and Mae Daniels
Joseph Mitchell Dixon, son of David and Nancy Dixon
Sarah Elizabeth Dodd, daughter of Mark and Lisa Dodd
Claire Elizabeth Draughn, daughter of Doug and Carol Draughn
Mary Glen Hatcher, daughter of Hampton and Heather Hatcher
Anna Wise Merritt, daughter of John and Kelly Merritt
Madison Grace Pence, daughter of Regina Edwards and Brett Pence
Charles Cody Swicegood, son of Candis and Ray Swicegood

Andrew, Laurie, Daniel, Lydia and Anna Stroupe
by transfer letter from Grace Moravian Church
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i May 2009 &

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Cents-A-Bility Circle 1 Get Ready! Get | National Day Men'’s Softball
& Yokefellow Set! Worship! of Prayer
Offering Men's Softball
Choir Practice
VBS Pre-Reg.
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Mother's Day Start bringing Men's Softball BCM Study Beacon Yard
items for yard Get Ready! Get Sale
sale Set! Worship!
Choir Practice
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Newsletter Get Ready! Get | Keenagers to Men's Softball
Articles Due Set! Worship! CJ & Bettee
Karcanes' home
Choir Practice
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Memorial Day Men'’s Softball BCM Study New Beacon
Montreat Retreat
Church Office deposits due Weekend - May
Closed Get Ready! Get 29-31 L 5
Set! Worship!
Choir Practice
31
Pentecost Sun.
Session Mtg.
Beacon Lunch &
Auction
Beacon Movie
Night

—>




Beacon NNews

Beacon-Sponsored Beacon Yard Sale

Lunch & Auction
Do you have things hidden away in your
basement—in your closets—in your garage?
Would you like to donate them to a great cause?

What better way to spend your
afternoon than with good food,
good fellowship and bidding on some GREAT Mark your calendars for
items? Join us immediately following worship on Saturday, May 16th! We
Sunday, May 31st. We’ll enjoy lunch together ne_ed and will take 6
followed by some fast and furious bidding! The anything...remember, one
Beacons will be auctioning off their services as well | | Man'sjunk... Ifyou need
(babysitting, yard work, lifeguard duty, etc.) The pick up service, contact
cost of lunch is $5.00 for adults and Beacons; $3.00 | | Shasta at the church office.

for children. All proceeds will be split between You can start bringing your
Montreat and the Beacon summer mission trip. stuff beginning Monday, May 11th. All money
raised will support the Beacon Summer mission

trip and Montreat Summer Youth Conference.

Deposits for Montreat are due to Shasta by So...bring us that Atari game system you haven’t
Wednesday, May 27th. Call or e-mail Shasta for the played with since 1975—we need it!
amount you owe.

Beacon Movie Night Calling All New Beacons!

You are invited to a special weekend of fun,
The Tiki Room is calling all Beacons service and Bible study. Let’s spend some time
back to Movie Night. Join us on together as you prepare to become a Beacon and

Sunday, May 31st, from 5:30-8:00 for a > take your place in the Lighthouse. The retreat
s will be Friday-Sunday, May 29-31. Deadline to

sign up is Sunday, May 24th. It will be a great
weekend! Won’t you join us? Watch your mail
for more details.

great movie and a Bible study. This
will our last movie night until the fall.

Youth on the Town Host Families Needed

What is Youth on the Town? It’s an enjoyable time of fellowship, food, recreation
and Bible study for our youth this summer during the months of June, July and
August. Rather than meeting in the Lighthouse, we’d like to meet at the homes of
people in our church. That’s where YOU come in! This provides a great
opportunity for you to become better acquainted with our youth and vice versa.
What are we asking a host family to provide? A place for 15-20 youth to meet
and recreate from 5:00-8:00 on a Wednesday evening (it does not necessarily have to be your home;
perhaps at the park, farm, cabin, pool, etc...) and a simple snack supper. If you are interested in hosting
an energetic and fun group of teenagers for a Wednesday night this summer, call Shasta and sign up.




Three R’S”
Highlights of the Green Team

“Itis agood land that the Lord our God is giving us.”

Deuteronomy 1:25b

In April, the Green Team had the privilege to host the Confirmation Luncheon. As part of our ongoing efforts to promote
environmental stewardship, the Green Team challenged the congregation to reduce the waste created during this
event. Our goal was to create only one bag of trash by encouraging luncheon attendees to bring and use their own
reusable place setting vice using disposable products like paper plates and cups and plastic flatware. Participation was
overwhelming. There were approximately 120 people in attendance in which over 80 people accepted the challenge,
reducing the waste we usually create by greater than 50%. Typical waste creation is on the order of 5 bags for an
event of this size and we ended up creating only 1.5 bags of trash. That's 3.5 bags of garbage that we kept out of the

land(fill.

Great job everyone!

As always, the entire congregation is invited to participate on the Green Team. The simplest form of involvement is by
supporting initiatives like above or by volunteering to take the church’s recycling to the drop off center. If you would like
to learn more about how you can partake in the church’s green efforts contact the team at our group e-mail address

(fpc-green-team @googlegroups.com).

The Lord our God has given us a good land indeed! Working together we can continue to keep it that way.

MAY 2009 SERMONS

Sign up for the sermon email list! Go to
http://themayberrypreacher.com and enter your
email address to receive Steve's sermons each
week via email. Or visit www.fpcma.com and
download them in pdf format. You can also listen to
the worship services in their entirety.

May 3, 2009
Rev. Nancy Williams-Berry preaching

May 10, 2009
Gideon Has His Say
Judges 7: 1-8

May 17, 2009
Putting Yourself On The Line
Esther 4:10-5:3

May 24, 2009
Grief Is A Winding Road
Psalm 139

May 31, 2009
Letting The Water Run Free
Acts 10: 44-48, 1 John 5: 1-6

Get Ready! Get Set! Worship!

It’s springtime and you know what that means—time
for Get Ready! Get Set! Worship! This is a program
designed for Kindergarten & 1st graders to learn about
our worship service and why we do what we do in
church. Itis recommended that children participate in
this class two years in a row, as each year is a little
different. Classes will be held on Wednesdays from
5:00-6:00 May 6-27. If you'd like for your child to
attend, please sign up on the CE bulletin board in the

upstairs foyer.
Anniversaries V'S
May 9 Tom and Cathy McCluskey ﬁ
May 22 Lee and Mae Daniels
May 23 Doug and Carol Draughn
May 24 Ed and June Anderson
May 26  Bob and Sylvia Chilton
May 30 Eddie and Patty Hatch
May 30 Mac and Carole Simpson
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Please keep the following
people in your prayers:

Joyce Windley Adams
June Anderson

Evelyn Armstrong

Gladys Bailey

Bob Bark

Bonnie Bode

Lorene Bowman

Billie Bradley

Carroll & Frieda Chauncey
Jeannie Chilton

Marion Crow
Jim Edwards
Philip Edwards
Kay Ferris

Dan Gitt
Marilyn Gwyn
Sue Hardy
Leona Hicks
Carl Hollman
Ann Honeycutt
Kim Humphries
Hazel Hunter
Mary Alice Lewis
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Clyde Lockhart

Lib McCluskey
Renee Moore

Tony Morris & Family
Mary Moser

Don Nester

Jerry Nester

Barbara Nichols
Brandon Overby
Vada Price

David Rowe

Becky Cooper Shaffer
Edna Simmons

Ronnie Simpson, Jr.
Emily Taylor

Libby Taylor

Harold Warren
Melissa Wilkins
Raymond Worrell
Nannie Wyche

Note: If names need to be added or
removed, please call the church office.
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KEENAGERS

We will have a covered dish meal @ the home of CJ and Bettee
Karcanes on Thursday, May 21. The church van will be leaving
(from the church) at 11:00 a.m. to travel to C J and Bettee’s home.
Bring your favorite side dish. Meat will be provided. Sign up if you
want to ride the church van. Also, please list what food/dessert
item you plan to bring.

Birthdays

May 1 - Robbie Rives

May 2 - Marjorie Rees

May 3 - Evan Hatch, Nicholas Johnson, Joe
Pike, Ethelene Edwards

May 4 - Karen Manfredi, Charlotte Ann Banfield
May 10 - Randy Botkin, Lucy Manfredi

May 11 - Madison Pence

May 14 - Martha Andrews

May 15 - Brittany Hawks Jeffries
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May 16 - Warren Logan

Men’s Church Softball League

Tuesday, May 5
Friday, May 8
Tuesday, May 12
Friday, May 22
Tuesday, May 26

Come out and support the men

at Westwood Park.

8:00 p.m. Field B
7:00 p.m. Field B
9:00 p.m. Field A
7:00 p.m. Field A
8:00 p.m. Field A

May 17 - Legh Beal

May 20 - Macy Smith

May 21 - Richard Rhoden, Bill Rountree

May 22 - Mary Beth Wood, Michael Wood
May 23 - Amy Robertson

@ May 26 - Matthew Gatchel, Joe Gitt, Meredith
Moody, Dr. Paul Moorefield

May 27 - Bradley Shepherd
May 28 - Chip Carriker

in our church congregation as they || May 29 - Daniel Hatcher
take on other churches in our community! All games will be held

May 30 - Alex East
May 31 - llene Boyles, Mae Daniels
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